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Springfield Dhio

DiscovErR AVIBRANT
CoMMUNITY RIcH wITH
AR HITECTURAL WONDER

Welcome to Spring eld, a Midwestern city with diverse
architectural appeal rich in heritage. Here you Wi nd a wealth
of historic and restored architectural

treasures, including world-class
historic districts, breathtaking cultural
landscapes and a masterpiece by
Frank Lloyd Wright.

Of special interest to many residents
and guests are the historic architectural landmarks
that dot Spring eld’s landscape, re ecting the

city’s unique heritage and exceptional people.

These sites are identi ed and referenced in

this brochure for your convenience. Drive,

bike or stroll leisurely off the beaten path
and discover notable architecture, early
buildings and hidden gems.

As Spring eld continues with a robust
revitalization, today’s architects look to
the city’s historic buildings to inspire the
ﬁ future. There is so much to discover, and
we are ready to share it all with you.

The Heritage Center Madonna of the Trail Stained Glass Window
117 South Fountain Ave.  Snyder Park 1893 World's Fair
www.heritagecenter.us www.heritagecenter.us



The Center Of Business And
Architecural Preservation

From Victorian masterpieces to innovative
modern designs, Downtown Spring eld has
one of the best collections of architecturally
signi cant buildings in Ohio. Beginning in
the late nineteenth century, Spring eld’s
leaders began employing nationally known
rms to compliment the outstanding work

In the 1970s, the of local architects. In 1887, Benjamin H.
famed architecture

m Skidmore, Owings. Warder commissioned Shepley, Rutan,

el Tl e esge and Coolidge, the successors of famed
Spring eld’s urban core

with ve International architect H.H. Richardson, in Boston to
Style buildings, X . .

including the ten-story design a library (main photo above) for

Credit Life Buiding. the people of Spring eld. The resulting

design, constructed in 1890, is in the rm’s
celebrated Richardsonian Romanesque style,
‘depending more upon form and proportion
for its beauty, than upon unnecessary or
meaningless ornamentation.” In that same

year, the city completed their new City

Uiz US, PesiQiie: Building and Market (now the Heritage

eagle, above, is just one

example of the striking Center of Clark County). Envisioned by local
details in downtown i o
architecture. architect Charles A. Cregar, the building

displays the in uences of Richardson’s



designs, although with a distinct Venetian

are. Shepley, Rutan, and Coolidge were -@
hired again in 1893 to design a commercial Trata

building for Asa S. Bushnell, Warder's Walking Tours
business partner and later Governor of Group walking tours are

available for downtown by

Ohio. This building, completed in early 1894
. special appointment. Visit
(subset photo above), is one of the rm'’s rst

restorespring eld.org
departures from their signature Romanesque oy e e e eI,
style, fashioned instead in the popular Second

Renaissance Revival style.

In the late 1920s, Schultze and Weaver,

the celebrated architects of the Waldorf-
Astoria in New York, designed the Italian
Renaissance Revival News-Sun Building.
They employed limestone arches to create a
stunning facade, detailed with Asiatic masks
and ve decorative relief shields. Other great
downtown buildings from this period include
H. Ziegler Dietz’'s Hotel Shawnee (1916),
George Savage's Covenant Preshyterian
Church (1927), and William K. Shilling’s U.S.
Post Of ce (1934).



Discover Where History Comes
Alive at the Heritage Center

The spectacular City Building and Market,

a Richardsonian Romanesque masterpiece
by local architect Charles A. Cregar, is now
home to the Heritage Center of Clark County.
This history museum and archive opens a
window on seven generations of local and
national history. The museum assembles
priceless artifacts into exhibits interpreting
America’s fascinating story.

The Clash of Cultures exhibit recalls the

story of the rich Woodland culture and their
con icts with early pioneers hoping to occupy
the land. The development of America’s rst
interstate road, which ended in Spring eld

it for nearly a decade in the 1830s, is on display

Ui SHEIEG 658 in the provocative National Road Gallery.
window above was

part of Warder, Throughout the museum, visitors will also
Bushnell & Glessner’s o . A

exhibit at 1893 World’s nd exhibits recalling the history of some

R Gl L of the America’s great industries, including
just a sample of the

remarkable history International Harvester, Warder, Bushnell &
on display at the .

Heritage Center. Glessner, Buffalo-Spring eld Road Roller, and

Westcott Motor Car Company. In Service to
the Nation, one of the museums most



popular exhibits, honors the service of local

residents in American con icts, from the War
of 1812 to the present day.

One of the museum’s greatest artifacts

is the building itself. Designed in the late
1880s by Cregar, it is strongly in uenced

by Henry Hobson Richardson’s Alleghany
County Courthouse in Pittsburgh. Cregar
was Spring eld’s most proli ¢ local architect,
designing Kelly’s Arcade, St. Raphael’s
Catholic Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church,
and numerous other local landmarks before

his death in 1896 at the age of 39. Christened
on a winter evening in 1890, it was described

by the local newspaper as, “a united
exhibition of a noble city’s pardonable pride
in a structure of unsurpassed magni cence
and architectural beauty.” Visitors are struck
by the buildings unusual proportions (nearly
ten times as long as it is wide), intricately
carved stones, and grand arches.

Built 1890
Location 117 S. Fountain

Spring eld, OH
Telephone 937.324.0657
Web heritagecenter.us

The Heritage Center includes
exhibit galleries, an archive
and research library, meeting
facilities and museum store.
Self-guided tours, special
exhibits and private events take
place throughout the year.



East High Street Was
At The Very Heart
Of Historic Springfield

During the second half of the nineteenth
century, the residents of Spring eld’s East
High Street played a central role in the
industrial and agricultural development of the
United States. With their success came great

i y wealth, which they displayed in their stately
East High Street is an

architectural blend of mansions along the street.
quaint homes and stately
structures, marking the

ﬂ:f;fg;’m the era and Industrialists like Ross Mitchell (302), John
H. Thomas (706), Edward L. Buchwalter
(805), and John Foos (810) created vast
industries employing thousands of citizens,
transforming Spring eld into a national
leader in the production of agricultural
machinery. Asa S. Bushnell (838), a partner
in the rm Warder, Bushnell, and Glessner,

producers of the Champion reaper, built a

From intricately carved stunning Richardsonian Romanesque house
stone to beautiful wood i1y .
urnings, the true beauty and outbuildings on the street in 1888,

of East High Street is in pictured above.
the details.

Designed by famed New York architect
Robert H. Robertson, the house contains



Tiffany glass windows and numerous intricate

Romanesque stone carvings. Across the @
street, the rm also designed an opulent 5
Queen Anne house for Bushnell's daughter Walking Tours

Harriet (915), built the same year. The Group walking tours
are available by special

industrialists’ successes also brought other
appointment. Visit

prominent families to the street. restorespring eld.org

for more information.
Merchant tailor Phillip Weimer (648), a
recent French immigrant, shaped the fashion
of the city’s af uent class by offering the
latest and most fashionable European styles
in his store downtown; his 1874 Italianate
house displays similar fashion and taste.
Charles Rowley (845) was the editor of the
Champion lllustrated, a magazine promoting
Spring eld’s interests in farm machinery. His
Eastlake house is perhaps the state’s best
example of the style. Located at the east
end of the historic district, Frank Lloyd
Wright's Westcott House is a resotred
Prairie Style masterpiece.



Frank Lloyd Wright's Only
Prairie Style Home in Ohio

Burton J. Westcott
(1868-1926) brought
innovation to Spring eld
with the Westcott Motor
Car company in 1916.

Orpha Lef er Westcott
(1877-1923) was said
to be an independent
and innovative woman,
interested in the
modern, the beautiful
and the unusual.

The Westcott House, the product of arguably
the most important architect of the modern
era, was designed in 1906 and built in 1908.
The house is probably more noted for what it
has not been than for what it is. The interior
alterations made in the early 1940s — the
conversion of the open oor plan into a
multi-unit apartment building — changed the
architecture so signi cantly that it no longer
re ected the design intent of its architect.

In its prime, The Westcott House not only
embodied Frank Lloyd Wright's innovative
Prairie School architectural design but also
extended Wright’s concept of relating the
building to its site by means of a terrace, a
pool, gardens, and other landscape elements.
An extensive pergola capped with an intricate
wooden trellis connected the detached
carriage house to the main house, a design
element included in only a few other Prairie
Style houses.



For reasons unknown, The Westcott House

had remained an undiscovered relic of E?
Wright, an altered architecture, a lost Wright Trats

artifact. Today, through the cooperative Built 1908

efforts of the Frank Lloyd Wright Building legaien — TDE R0 St
Spring eld, OH

Conservancy and The Westcott House Telephone  937.327.9291

Foundation, The Westcott House is an Web westcotthouse.org

important rediscovery, a notable, newly- Highlights include the house,

beautiful gardens, a museum

unearthed and revitalized example of store, educational programs,

Wright's legacy. The Westcott House is a hausejiollrs; walkingltolirs
and special events throughout
unique example of Prairie Style architecture the year.

and the undeniable expression of America’s
preeminent architect, Frank Lloyd Wright.

The Westcott House has been beautifully
restored in a multi-million dollar effort

that took over four years to complete. The
complex includes the house itself, along
with wonderfully landscaped gardens and

a museum store. Visitors can enjoy daily
tours or one the many special events on art,
architecture, creativity or heritage.



South Fountain Historic District
Offers Classic Architectural
Home Styles

Developed from the 1850s to the 1920s,
concurrent with a period of tremendous
growth in the greater community, the South
Fountain Historic District encompasses an
area of approximately fteen square blocks

immediately south of downtown Spring eld.

The South Fountain
Historic District comprises
parts of South Limestone  The District is signi cant as the largest,

Street, including the X K .
beautifully restored intact concentration of high-style late 19th

house above. and early 20th century homes in Spring eld
and as the embodiment of the growth of
the upper middle class and the prosperity
of the industrial and business leaders who
populated the neighborhood. Included are
excellent examples of the transitional Greek
Revival-Italianate, Gothic Revival, Italianate,
Second Empire, Eastlake porches, Queen
Anne, and Colonial Revival, along with

a number of more typical turn of the

century housing.



Unlike East High Street, South Fountain
blends unique mid-sized vernacular houses
with high-style Victorian mansions. Prominent
Americans like Oliver S. Kelly (403), William
N. Whitely (1107), and Francis W. Bookwalter
(611) are counted among the district’'s
founding residents. With the continued
success of Whitely’s Champion Reaper,
Bookwalter’s Engine, and other district
owned businesses, South Fountain came to
be recognized as a premier residential area
for Spring eld’s af uent class.

Today, the residents of the South Fountain
Historic District embrace the opportunity to
preserve and enhance these beautiful homes,
not only as marvels of architecture, but as a
tangible link between Spring eld’s past and
future. The neighborhood organization offers
a large scale Tour of Homes every two years.

Web southfountain.org

Tour of Homes

Every two years, South
Fountain Preservation, Inc.
holds their Tour of Homes,
showcasing numerous
historic homes and gardens.
Visit their website listed
above for dates and more

information.

Walking Tours

Group walking tours

are available for
downtown area by
special appointment. Visit
restorespring eld.org

for more information.



Pennsylvania House Restores
its Glory As A Mainstay On
The National Road

This historic marker
outside of the
Pennsylvania House is
a lasting reminder of
its importance on the
National Road.

Dr. Isaac Funk, of Funk
& Wagnall's dictionary
fame, grew up in the
home when his parents
operated the inn during
the 1840s.

Built in 1839, the Pennsylvania House was
known as one of the nest inns constructed
along the National Road. The Federal-style,
23 room, three story building with four
porches and seventeen outside doors has
7000 square feet of living space and the
nineteen display rooms are lled with an
extensive collection of nineteenth century
furniture, paintings, portraits, dolls, fabrics
and artifacts.

The West addition, built in 1858-59, houses
one of America’s nest button collections.
This collection, donated by Grace Porter,
consists of over 100,000 buttons, some
dating back to 1734. Also on display is a
twelve room Federal doll house, donated

by Daughters of the American Revolution
member Ruth Bayley. It contains handcrafted
miniature furniture in black walnut and cherry
by John Kunkel.



The Pennsylvania House has been on the
National Register of Historic Places since
1973. In October, 2006, a Bi-Centennial

National Road historic marker was dedicated Built 1839
. X . Location 1311 W Main St.
at the site during the grand re-opening Spring eld, OH

ceremonies. Included in the recent restoration Telephone  937.322.7668

was the re-interpretation of three rooms to Web _ .
pennsylvaniahousemuseum.info
correspond with the true function of the Inn Tours given: Saturday and

. . . Sunday: 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
in the 1840’s—1890's, including a general

store with a gift shop, a physician’s clinic,
and a room where the drovers would have
bedded down on cold winter nights.

A timeline from 1800-2006 spans twenty-
one feet along a wall of the Assembly room.
It is accompanied by a display of artifacts
found while digging a basement under the
house. All of this makes for an enjoyable way
to spend an hour or two reliving the past in
one of America’s splendid historic inns.



Stroll Through The Scenic Vistas
Of Beautiful Snyder Park

Gotwald’s Mission Style
Boathouse is one of
many landmarks within
the park.

Ornamentation on

iron bridge spanning
Buck Creek built by the
Rogers Iron Company.

Snyder Park, located just blocks from
downtown Spring eld, was established in
1895 as a gift from local businessmen and
philanthropists John and David Snyder. They
donated land to address growing concerns
over public health in an era when Spring eld
was becoming cramped and overcrowded
from the rise of local industry.

Designed by noted landscape architect
Herman Haerlin of Cincinnati, Snyder Park’s
creative design featured 210 acres of pastoral
charms and scenic vistas. Today, on a stroll
through the park, visitors are still able to
appreciate much of Haerlin's original vision,
including walking bridges, rolling lawns, and

blossoming trees.



Many identify Snyder Park by its grand
Romanesque style entry arch (1904),
designed by Robert C. Gotwald, one of
Spring eld premier architects at the turn of
the twentieth century. Visitors also enjoy

the park’s other historic structures, such as
Gotwald’s Craftsman style Rest House (1907)
and a Mission style Boathouse (1908). These
buildings sit on serene Broadway Lake, a

popular spot with local sherman.

Many generations have enjoyed Snyder Park’s
ample recreational opportunities, including
Spring eld’s rst public golf course built

in 1921, rst public playground, as well as

horseshoe pits and numerous trails.

Established 1895

Main entrance at Western Ave.
Arch. Visitor's can also enter
from Plum St. and St. Rt. 4

by the Madonna of the

Trail statue.

Web ntprd.org

Walking Tours
Group walking tours
are available by special
appointment. Visit
restorespring eld.org
for more information.



Hertzler House & George Rogers
Clark Park-Treasured Sites
With A Rich Past

The Hertzler House, located in George
Rogers Clark Park, is a historic treasure in the
Greater Spring eld area. This Pennsylvania
style bank house is an interesting study of
nineteenth century architecture as a design of

EE SN TS convenience and Midwestern individualism.
Center offers life size

dioramas of a Shawnee
warrior and a typical . . . .
Shawnee family as well Daniel and Catharine Hertzler built this

as details about the

Battle of Peckuwe. house in 1854-55 as part of their farm.

Daniel Hertzler, born in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, in 1800, came to Clark County
between 1832 and 1835 with Catharine and
their small daughter Barbara. He became

an entrepreneur of early Clark County,
managing a farm, operating a sawmill, a
grist-mill, and a distillery, as well as working
as a money lender. The Hertzlers were a
wealthy Mennonite family, and the house’s
furnishings re ect these principles. The décor
centers on the pre-Civil War period. There are
a few pieces in the museum from the family,
while the remainders are period antiques.



In 2007 the Clark County Park District and
the Timber Framers Guild reframed the
Hertzler barn with original Hertzler timbers
and timbers from a similar Chamberlin Barn.
The barn has since been sided and roofed to
look as it did in 1855.

George Rogers Clark Park marks the site of
the Shawnee Village of Peckuwe. Each year,
the Fair at New Boston reenacts a time when
settlers and the Woodland Indians enhabited
the area 200 years ago.

Davidson Interpretive Center includes
displays and educational programs about

the Revolutionary War’s Battle of Peckuwe
(August 8, 1780) and the Shawnee Village

of Peckuwe. Located in George Rogers Clark
Park, it is a 248- acre park and historic site of
the largest Revolutionary War battle site west
of the Alleghenies.

Location George Rogers
Clark Park

Address
Spring eld , OH

Telephone 937.882.6000

The Herzler House is open
for tours every Thursday
from 12:00 pm until 4:00
pm. Admission is $5.00
for adults and $1.00 for
students.

Nearby, visit the Adena
Indian burial mound
dating back prior to the
birth of Christ. Located

on Route 444, next to the
police station in Enon.
Preservation continues on
the second largest Native
American mound in Ohio.
www.EnonHistory.org

930 S. Tecumseh



Beuatiful Snyder Park &
Historic Ferncliff
Cemetery & Arboretum

In 1863, Spring eld was evolving into an
industrial boomtown—and with the surge

in population it soon became evident that
the city’s early cemeteries were no longer
suf cient for the proper interment of the
city’s deceased. Spring eld’s emerging class
of industrial and commercial titans stepped
forward to address the practicalities of the
problem, but also to create a re ned and
beautiful cemetery that would re ect the

honor, respect, and affections that a civilized

Ferncliff's Arboretum
consists of over 50 tree
species for visitor's to
view and identify. The
cherished fern-covered Ferncliff Cemetery emerged as a glorious
cliffs, gentle slopes

and winding walkways example of the rural cemetery movement
provide a peaceful place
to walk.

society accorded its dead.

that started with Mount Auburn Cemetery

in Boston, Massachusetts in 1831. Unlike

the utilitarian cemeteries of the past, Mount
Auburn, with its picturesque landscapes and
artistically beautiful monuments, provided a
park-like setting, its in uence on nineteenth
century landscape architecture extending past
cemetery design to the nation’s rst



public parks and picturesque suburbs. In the
Mount Auburn tradition, Ferncliff's founders
chose a location, then at the edge of the city,
which boasted some of the most striking
natural elements in the county. Ferncliff quickly
became a haven of tranquility and solace
within the bustling city, and the preferred nal
resting place of the city’s most fascinating and
notable residents.

National Temperance Movement leader,
Mother Stewart; Civil War General, J. Warren
Keifer; famed Vaudeville booking agent,

Gus Sun; and World Featherweight boxing
champion, Davey Moore are just a few of the
distinguished Spring elders who achieved
national fame and are interred at Ferncliff.
Many hundreds more—the pioneer settlers,
educators, industrial barons, abolitionists,
physicians, philanthropists, and immigrants
who achieved the American dream in

Spring eld—are also part of the Ferncliff story.

Location 501 W. McCreight
Spring eld, OH

Tel  937.322.3941

Web ferncliffcemetery.org

Ferncliff Cemetery remains
one of the crown jewels

of Spring eld. Itis a
marvelous sanctuary where
nature, art, architecture,

and history reside.

Walking Tours
Group walking tours

are available,

restorespring eld.org.

Trolley Tours

Trolley riding tours are also
available. Ferncliff’s main
of ce: 937.322.3941 for

more information.



The Illuminating Architecture
And Public Sculpture of
Wittenberg University

From the Kissing Bridge to an age-old
Commencement ceremony to historic Myers
Hall, Wittenberg University is immersed in
tradition and great architecture. Founded in

Established 1845
1845 by Ezra Keller, Wittenberg's rst president,
} Location 200 W. Ward St.
the college soon made the hill north of Spring eld, OH
Spring eld its home as construction of the rst Telephone 9373276231

campus building, now Myers Hall, began. ,
Web wittenberg.edu

. . . Wittenberg’s 26 buildings
The modern-day Wittenberg is nationally and many works of public art

occupy a 95 acre campus in the

recognized for the liberal arts and sciences, heart of Spring eld.

but is also admired for its impressive blend

of traditional European classicism and
contemporary architecture. Signi cant
structures include Recitation Hall, an example
of Victorian architecture designed by E.O. Fallis
completed in 1886; Zimmerman Hall, built in
the Richardsonian Romanesque style designed
by architect R. C. Gotwald; and Weaver Chapel
designed by architect T. Norman Mansell in a
modern Gothic style reminiscent of the castle-
church at Wittenberg, Germany.



The Gammon House, An
Historic Stop Along The

Underground Railroad

Built in 1850 by George and Sarah Gammon,
the Gammon House offered rest and hiding
for blacks traveling north to freedom from
Slavery. This house helps make their stories
personal, giving a local point of interest to
the often overlooked aspect of blacks helping
blacks on the Underground Railroad.

George and Sarah were both free and
owned this property on Piqua Place. George
made a living as a carpenter, while Sarah
raised their six children and ran the house.
In his 1925 book detailing the history of

the Underground Railroad, Thomas Burton
stated, “Uncle George Gammon'’s house

in Spring eld, Ohio, on what is now called
Piqua Place, can show you the remains of
some of its places of secreting in cellars and
attics.” Their daughter Cornelia Gammon
“can tell of the many mornings they got out
of bed to nd themselves without a change
of clothing. Aunt Sallie, their mother, had
furnished clothes and food for a train-load of
fugitives during the night.”

Address 620 Piqua Place
Spring eld , OH

Web gammonhouse.org

Itis the goal of the Gammon
House Committee to fully
restore this magni cent
testament of American
history, making it an
educational center to tell
the stories of the people
who both operated the
Underground Railroad
and those who risked their
lives eeing from slavery
and injustice. The house
is currently open for tours
of the restoration by

appointment.



Wescott House
1340 E. High St.
(937)327-9291

David Crabill
Homestead
2800 Croft Rd.

Davidson
Interpretive Center
930 S. Tecumseh Rd.

Hertzler House &
George Rogers

Clark Park

936 S. Tecumseh Rd.
(937)882-9216

The Heritage Center
117 S. Fountain Ave.
(937)324-0657

Madonna of the Trail
& Snyder Park

Bushnell Building

News-Sun
202 N. Limestone St.
(937)328-5878

Warder Literacy
Center

137 E. High St.
(937)323-8617

Bushnell Mansion
Richards Raff

& Dunbar

838 E. High St.
(937)325-1564

Pennsylvania House
1311 W. Main St.
(937)322-7668

Wittenberg University
200 W. Ward St.
(937)327-6231

Gammon House
622 Piqua Place
(937)322-1193

Ferncliff Cemetery
& Arboretum

East High Street
Historic District

South Fountain
Historical District

Snyder Park







